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Office Action Summary 



Application No. 

10/707,695 



Examiner 

Uyen-Chau N. Le 



Applicant(s) 

WATANABE ET AL. 



Art Unit 

2876 



Period fbr" ReblT^ ^ ° 6tfiinuhicMon ^ ears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address ~ 

A SHORTENED STAtlilTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTHS FROIVI 
THE MAILING DATE; OF THIS COMMUNICATION tArlKb 3 MONTH(S) FROM 

* 'nnoevent,howe V ,r, m , y a re p. yb e^e, yfi ,ed . 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reolv will hv ctati *o T a , »hV • ■ ? P * L ( } MONTHS from the mailin 9 date of this communication. 



Status 



!)□ Responsive to cbmmunicatibn(s) filed (in . 

2a)Q This action is ? FIN Ail. ■ : ' '/, ' 2b)E This action is non-final. " 

3) D Since this applicati^h is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1, 453 O G 213 

Disposition of Claims 

4) KI Claim(s) 1^8 is/are pending in the application. ' 

4a) Of the above claim(s) , 

5) 0 Claim(s)._^ is/^fe allowed. 



is/are withdrawn from consideration. 



6) 13 ; Claim(s) M is/are rejected .V 

7) 0 Clairh(s) < .. • :. is/are objected' to. 



s)^ 



^ are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 



Application Papers 

9)U The specification is objiected to by the Examiner. 

iO)D the drawihg(s) filed oh is/are: a')Q accepted or b)Q objected to by the Examiner. 

. • Applicant'niay not request that any objection to the drawirig(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 85(a) 
_ Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1 121(d) 
IIJUTheoathordeclafatiohisbbje^ p T0 . 15 2. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

i 1 - .... i m 

1 2M Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U S C § 11 9(aWd) or m 
aM AH b)Q Some * c)Q None of: , " '' 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.Q Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

f 3.Q Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
.application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached-detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



>.'t 



Attachment(s) 



1) QSi Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) Q Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 

3) Information Disclosure Statemeht(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 
Paper No(s)/Mail Date 010604. 



4) D Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) U Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

6) □ Other: . 



U.S. Patent and Trademark Office 

PTOL-326 (Rev. 1-04) 



Office Action Summary 



Part of Paper No./Mail Date 51 704 



Application/Control -Number: i 0/707,695 , 
Art Unit: 2876 



Page 2 



DETAILED ACTION 



•f ' ', 



1. ; Receipt is '4 




Priority 

. ' ' - * .■ - 

••*■"■■" • . • : 

rs submitted Under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(a)-(d), which papers 



have been placed (if rktord ih the file. 



- 1 



T ■ 



re 13 



Drawings ' 

: " \- /. v . ■ '. .;' . . . 

a legend such as --Prior Art-- because only that which 
is- old is illusfeated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). A proposed drawing correction; Or corrected 

*."...' '..•''if'.*. ► -■ ' *» ■ • . 




: « 



V drawings are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the application. The 




s will hot be held in abeyance. 



C7fl//w Objections 



Clairh 6 is 




Re clairii 6, line 4: Substitute "it" with -- said judging - 
Appropriate ^direction is required. 



» ■ 



Clain i Rejections - 3S USC §102 




is a quotation ol the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 

* 

section made in this Office action: 

. • . ...... . . ' 

A :pefs6n : shall be entitled to a patent unless- , . ....... . ; 

f * » , * - » . 

' ,< ' • • . : 

• , * • y *A * • * * * * ' ' 1 ' " 

4b) the inVentiori was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public use or on 
sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United States. 



»." v - . 
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5. 



Claims i^nd 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kawai et al 



(US 5,45 i , 761)! '; 



' Re claims ; 1: and 5,' Kawai et al discloses a bar-code reader 2, comprising a judging unit 
' that judges number of modules corresponding to a character from character data read from a bar- 
code 1 , and a demodulating unit that, if the number of modules judged is different from a 
predetermined number, demodulates the character by using a demodulation-pattern table 



i 



corresponding to the number of modules judged (col. 6, line 53 through col. 11, line 30). ' • • 
6: : j^&fed under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 

* - • *.*•,..*• *•* (* , ) / V . ■ i . * * • , ► 

Wataftabc ct al (US 5,393,968). 

w * » • ■*.*"" ** ■ X * , n " ■ 

» T ^ ' 4 i j , - ' ' ■ ; . i* . ' , 

i '-« •'».■ 

<► ■ ■*♦* T * 

- , ■ 1 * " * *■ ' - " ' ' ' " * 1 

Re claims 1, 4^5 and 8: Watanabc et al discloses a bar-code reader 2 A comprising: a 



judging unit 14 that judges number of modules corresponding to a character from character data 

.■ ... »"'».;*• • i * ■ 

read from a bar-code 1 , and a demodulating unit 1 2 that, if the number of modules judged is 

:• . ; - • - - ■■ V ■ • . "\, .* y , '* , . • ' - . 

different from a predetermined number, extracts' and demodulates the character by using a 
.demodulation pattern table corresponding to the number of modules judged (fig. 1; col. 9, lines 
10Vandc6l/l^ " ,. < 

- ' i ' ■••>■■ '. ..' " - ' ' • ' , - *.'."■ • .. • • •'. 

The ^ following" is a quotation of me appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 



.7. 



basis for the rejections Urider this section made in this Office abtion: ' . 

, * * 'i-." ..*•■•-..•■ ■ ' . . ; - .; 

.*-'.+'-.«■■■ i ■ ■ . " • ■ "■ ' 

- ' '»'-.* . 

• •. ' A pef^orf sh'4W : te^tled'w>i»^t : uhless - "' "•■ ■ . >•• ' : *•'• 

' ;; (e) the invention wis described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
:•' -. ? ate /^f°' e ! he ,nVentlon hereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs ( 1 ), (2), and (4) of section 37 1 (c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

' - The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA)' and the Intel leciiial Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 



r " t • 



AppHcation/Gohfroi Nuinber: 10/707,695 { ' D „ 

•■- ' ■■■■ .•.<*< • • .- . ■ . . rage 4 

Art Unit: 2876 ; " • 6 



» .-♦ . _ , "... 

•a " '.. r ? 

do 



» 1 , 



do hot apply, wh^ a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 

toerhaudhll ^Hc^ionaieil be^re November 29, 2000. therefore, the prior aft date, of the 



• . reference is defer^^ 102(e) prior to the amendmentby the AIPA (pre-AIPA 



, ; 35.U.S.C. 102(e))>' Vv : '^;?r:; : 

' • ■ • •• - *. --'^ s . - , : ; • ' '.r. • - .. .• -'v '■« 1 i> -a 

;: • 8; v • ' Claims ;f, 'X 5 : and 7 are 'fei 



rejected , under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
. . Koyanagi et alfUS 6,547,143).-. ; ; . l •;' • . 

' * . . - >■ ■ ..." ■*. . V' •*.'*■ i **«'*.. t * * ' * ' * * * ' 1 ^ * ' * 

. S t ? C^\^^-fes^3tiiagi" et; al discloses a bar-code 'reader 20 comprising a 
judging^unit; (e: g : • conth)ller 25j that judges number of modules corresponding to a character 

l6 ' tod a demodulating unit (e.g., c6ntroller,25) that, if 
thc number;bf.m6dules judged is different from a predetermiried number, demodulates the 



character by using: aVdembdulationipattern table [100, 200] . corresponding to the number of 
, demodulating: unit displays 

; . ; p^et^fied^ unit for selection of a character by a user 



; (col. i4;te 30l0^ : ; 



•1 . w| 



.. % ■ „' j ..f.'; •'• ..... ; . - 

r:, »-,■ " * -' ^* .»..>" ' . f »*'■** 

«. ^ ' " "• * " • - i » 

" ■. ; • , *.V:- .. ' v.- ■ ... .\ • 

* r * •»•*•• ■ - ..t - 1 

• ■' ." (.',.'.<*-■■ < . . 



Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC § 103 



n 9. 



y™ Vfollbwihg::i^ bf 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the- basis for all 



*'.' > 



' I - 



^h?SS,Si?Y^ 8 if 6 lnVen u ° n iS n0t identiek,Iy discloSed 0T desfebed «t forth in 
' 1, ? ' deferences between the subject. matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 

' SSISfii™ ^ ^ T 5 awh ? e u w6U,d have ' been obvious at *e time the invention was' made to a person' 
hav,ng ordmary sk,ll ,n the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
.manner in which the invention was made. .. . B y . 



•i. ': - ''-'r t 



' f 



■ ! " «' »■ 
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10. This appTicatibn currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of the 
claims under '3'5 U.S.C. 10*3(3), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of the various 



claims 'was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein were made absent any 
evidence to the cdntrafy. Applicant is advised of the obligation under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out 
the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was not commonly owned at the time a later 
invention was made in order for the examiner to consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) 
and potentiai 35 U.S.C. 1 02(e), (f) or (g) prior art under 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a). 

■ , ■ * - * 1 • • • . . 

1 1 . - Claims 2 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Kawai et 
al. The teachings of Kawai et al have been discussed above 

■ • Re claims 2 and 6, kawai et al further discloses the system discontinues demodulating if 
the number of modu'les judged different from the predetermined number (e.g., greater than 10%) 
(col. 12, line 63 through col. 13, line 12), but fails to teach of fairly suggest a consecutive 



judging unit Whether the number of modules judged different from the predetermined number 



consecutively that judges is judged to be for a plurality of times, wherein the demodulating unit, 
if the consecutive judging unit judges that the number of modules judged is judged to be 
different from the predetermined number cbnisecutively for a plurality of times, does hot 
demodulate me character. ; • • 

^ * - * 1 

J '*"**.".•■"■-« * ^ * • ' 

' •«*.;■ ■ * . v *% ***** ■ » * ** • * ' • ■ . 

: : :•. K would- have been obvious to an artisan of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
•invention was made to employ a consecutive judging Unit into the system as taught by KaWai et 

T * 

al iii order to provide Kawai et al with a more accurate system wherein the determining/checking 
process being performed Consecutively a plurality of times before discontinue the demodulating 
process, and thus eliminating errors. 



« I I . . . I 

,•::*♦• . • ' ...»..» i 



■> ■ 
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. .• ? -' ; -V V.'f,:'.7v- " • • Conclusion -'• 

• • ' . • - . . « • - • ■ ■ • ■■ • ... 

• . .■ ■.. . ■ >v 7*- «■»'■. .i . ■ • '. ■ - .7 . • ■ ■ • * 

" « ' '*"".' ,;•..»'»■ -*'•„ • . » * . " v . •• , . ■ ■ •.»"'••' * * * .• 

. 12. The pridr -art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 

• • '< ■ ■ t . ■ . . . ■ . . 

disclosure: • v • ■../ • ... ■ ; 7 v; *V': : ■ 

"' :.':V »>.-' ' - * '■ " ■ *' • * * ' ' ' ■ 1 « '*•"..'•' 

■ 7"7ytfif pt^ fo^Ka^iaVp 5,525^785); Kawai et al (US 5,502,296); Watanabe et al 
(US. 6,m,286j; .ICaWai' et al ; (US 5,525,784); Watanabe et al (US 5,689,103); Kawai Ct al (JP 
,' 06/03^); ^6i^()p^ Yand et al (JP 617251,979) are as of interest and illustrate to 



a simiiaf stmetu^ 

• : - -.. r f'- - • • -7- • ■■ 




7. Aii^vin^Uirf -je«^^^;'ci^uM<^<^;;-<* •earlier communications from the 

• - . ' r •* . / i< , ....... , « • .... ; 

! « . -j tt '. ,. (4 :N , ' . • .• ■ 4 - ; ";>.- ». . » • , 

ishbuld ttb Si^f ^ +a f n /^uL7 xt T : 

» ■ • * 

' 5 ? ^7-: .77v7. 

The examiner 6ah' normally be reached oh Mon-Fri. 5:30AKl-2:bOPM. 



examiner should be 'direbted to Uyen-dhau N. Le whose telephone number is 571-272-2397 



»,■«-...'* 



; .7 , If attempts to reach the examiner by telephoned are i'> unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supeiVi^or', MICHATl t G LEE Can be reached on 571-272-2398. The fax phone number for the 
' org'anizan'on where ffi or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. ' : '7 



,» .... . ; f - . f ■> " • »■ ' 5. 



• : foformatfori76garding the status of an application ihay be obtained from the Patent 





applications 



Or Public PAIR. 




applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pafr^dircct.uspt6.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 



system, contact 'the Electrbhic Business Center (EBC) ait 866-21 7-9197 (toll-free). 




'1'' < 
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